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Alloucherie
sn
In Greek mythology, sirens were
half-human creatures whose
beautiful voices lured sailors to
their doom. Photographer Joce-
lyne Alloucherie’s show “Sirens”
looked at icebergs and found
them similarly compelling and
dangerous

Traveling in a fisherman’s boat and
armed with
a digital
camera, Al-
loucherie

photograph

its wild and
inhospitable
The images

she brought
back are

and form
within 75

yards, she
captured the

Jocelyne Alloucherie, Untitied #9, 2008,
ink-jet print, 65" x 43", 511

http://www.511gallery.com/news/alloucherie_artnews_may2009.html

navigated the
northeastern
coast of New-
foundland to

environment

striking stud-
ies in texture

Shooting from

L E R Y

sharp, frigid surfaces of the vast ice-
bergs straight on. The effect is dis-
orienting. Without a trace of human life
for scale, the images might just as
well be moonscapes, jagged walls of
alabaster, or microscopic fragments of
bone

Unlike the Europeans who paid hom-
age to their domesticated landscapes of
farms, villages, and towns, photog-
raphers on our continent have often
celebrated the ideal of the untouched
wilderness. Yet even Ansel Adams’s ec-
static views of Yosemite incite a desire
to walk where no one has before. Al-
loucherie’s photographs provide neither
roads nor waterways for us to travel
They are their own self-contained ob-
jects, shot in black and white and
printed by digital ink-jet. The seven
large (65 by 43 inches), untitled images
in the show suggested a world where
humans are irrelevant

The daughter of a Canadian national
park warden, Alloucherie grew up in the
northernmost reaches of Quebec, far
from any city or town. As a photogra-
pher, she had made the unpeopled land-
scape in one form or another her
constant subject for more than 30 years
Now, in “Sirens,” she took that empti
ness one step beyond. These drifting,
frozen wastelands are arctic meditations
on oblivion

—Mona Molarsky
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